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Abstract submission due date: 6th Feb 2017 

 

The editors of Advances in Social Work education invite submission of abstracts for a Special Issue 

‘Frontiers of Field Education’, with guest editors: Mim Fox (University of Wollongong, Australia), 

Neil Hall (Western Sydney University) and Monica Short (Charles Sturt University). 

 

Field education, also called practicum, work integrated learning and placement, can be described as 

the most memorable part of a professional qualification. It teaches students how to integrate critical 

thinking, theory and practice within a dynamic human service’s context. This special issue invites 

submissions from students, educators and practitioners with theoretical or practice-based 

contributions concerning contemporary field education issues. For example, regarding: 

 

 Curriculum content and the field education experience. How is field education 

experienced across different professions by students and/ or field educators? What is the 

role of transformational learning within field education? 

 Innovations in field education. How can collaborations between agencies and/or 

universities empower student learning? What field education opportunities exist 

within the expanding private practice, faith based agencies and non-government 

organisations networks? What creative models exist such as university-agency 

partnerships? What legacy can students provide agencies with through such 

placements?  

 Conceptualising and theorising of innovative placements. This includes 

explorations of models for on-site and off-site supervision. What are the current 

challenges? What is the role of indirect or innovative placements in an expanding 

non-government sector?    

 Initiatives in teaching and learning. This includes critically reflecting on culturally 

specific issues such as bi-cultural approaches and the Indigenisation and 

culturalisation of field education curricula. How do field education placements 

respond to the need for diversity in terms of culture, gender, religion, disability? 

 New understandings of traditional teaching tools. (For example, reflective 

journals, case studies). What role does tradition play in field education? How can 

pre-requisite subjects such as research methods be linked with placement, ensuring 

an integrated learning experience for students? How can traditional teaching tools be 

deconstructed and reconstructed so that they facilitate meaningful learning 

opportunities rather than habitual actions? 

 Teaching and learning in remote placements. This encompasses both rural and 

international placements. What ethical dilemmas exist? How can educational 

institutions assist students to move beyond being a tourist? What is the role of 



 

language, exchange and partnership in placements? How can educational institutions 

monitor and manage cross-culture shock, political unrest and critical incidents from 

afar? 

 Pathways for students. This includes ensuring justice, human rights, diversity, 

accessibility, reasonable accommodation and equity. What role do the socials (i.e., 

rights, capital, entrepreneurialism, justice, inclusion, economy, connectedness, 

cohesion) play in placement?  

 The use of technology in the teaching and learning on placement. How does 

technology relate to the resource and equity debate? Can, and does, technology 

replace face to face supervision? What role does simulation play in practice 

learning? 

 The role of greening in placements. Is eco-social work applicable to field 

education, can field education be green? How can placements be environmentally 

sustainable? What is the potential for student tasks in environmental advocacy 

agencies in field education? 

 

Timescale for Special Issue publication:  
 

Abstracts closing date is 6th February 2017. If accepted for review, full draft papers of no 

more than 6000 words will be due on 1st June 2017. Following peer review, draft papers 

will be returned to authors for final revisions by September 2017. Final copy to be 

provided to the editor by 1st February 2018. 

Abstract submission:  

Abstracts of no more than 800 words should be sent by email no later than 6th February 

2017 to Dr Mim Fox, University of Wollongong, to whom all inquiries should be addressed:  

 mfox@uow.edu.au 

Please ensure that you include your full name and email contact details. 

 

 

mailto:mfox@uow.edu.au

