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Welcome
Welcome to the Healthy places; healthy communities 
International Symposium. 

Much can be gained by studying the nexus of 
environmental influences and health. However, this nexus 
is often overlooked and the value gained by integrating 
knowledge is lost. Complex intractable global health 
challenges (sometimes known as “wicked problems”) 
require integrated knowledge based on an understanding 
of linked socio ecological systems to generate multifaceted 
and comprehensive solutions. We need to build our capacity 
to engage in research activity that harnesses emerging 
paradigms that can deal with complexity and uncertainty, 
along with new technologies and modes of communication. 
This new approach needs to be:

  transdisciplinary and collaborative to accommodate 
multiple perspectives and to promote integrative 
analysis that leads to innovative solutions

  responsive to diverse, and often incompatible methods 
and data types (e.g. quantitative / qualitative; case-
study/ big data, visual, spatial, temporal, multi-media)  
to promote new ways of thinking

  committed to the translation of complex evidence and 
innovative possibilities into workable and acceptable 
interventions that can easily become “normalised”

  broader than our traditional uni-dimensional  
approaches in order to accommodate the complex 
interactions between people and their environments  
at different scales

Our symposium will showcase exemplars of these new 
ways of working that can produce major shifts in our 
knowledge about complex and multi-scalar health 
responses to the environment. 

We are delighted to be hosting four internationally 
renowned keynote speakers: Professor Michael Depledge 
(European Centre for Environment and Human Health, 
Exeter University), Dr Chinmoy Sarkar (Healthy High 
Density Cities Lab, HKUrbanLab, The University of Hong 
Kong), Dr Shaneen Fantin (People Oriented Design), and 
Professor Pierre Horwitz (Centre for Ecology and Health, 
Australia, Edith Cowan University).

The presentations will address two main themes:

  Theme 1: Linking climate, environment and human 
health: Case studies to big data

  Theme 2: Designing healthy, restorative environments

Dr Anne Roiko

Associate Professor of Environmental Health 
Menzies Health Institute Queensland
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Professor Pierre Horwitz
Pierre Horwitz is a Professor at 
Edith Cowan University in Western 
Australia and Director of its Centre for 
Ecosystem Management; for the last 
30 years his research and teaching 
has included an ecosystems approach 
to human well being, with a particular 

interest in water and wetlands. He has recently worked 
with the Ramsar International Convention on Wetlands, the 
Convention for Biological Diversity, and the International 
Association for Ecology & Health on the relationships 
between biodiversity, culture and human health. He is 
founding Co-Editor, EcoHealth journal (ISI-listed). He 
has held senior positions in the Australian Society for 
Limnology; Bush Heritage Australia Inc.; the International 
Association for Ecology and Health; and as a Founding 
Director of the Blackwood River Foundation. He is also 
chief investigator for numerous research projects related 
to water and wetlands management, forest-based poverty 
alleviation, and catchment health and management.

Dr Shaneen Fantin
Shaneen is a designer, writer and 
innovator. She has specialist expertise 
in housing and health projects, 
community engagement and design 
participation. She is well known for her 
design, consultation, and management 
prowess and workshop facilitation skills. 

Shaneen has a rare combination of ability and experience 
that includes architecture, project & program management, 
community engagement, research and teaching. Shaneen is 
the Chair of the FNQ committee of the Australian Institute of 
Architects, an Adjunct Associate Professor at the University 
of Queensland and James Cook University, and is a member 
of International Association for Public Participation. Shaneen 
holds a PhD from the University of Queensland on the 
relationship between design and culture in Aboriginal housing 
and has applied this research knowledge on over a dozen 
Indigenous housing and health projects in Queensland, the 
Northern Territory, New South Wales, South Australia and 
Canada. Shaneen is a regular contributor to Architecture 
Australia, Houses and Sanctuary Magazines and is the author 
of many journal articles and book chapters.

Dr Chinmoy Sarkar
Dr Chinmoy Sarkar is an Assistant 
Professor of GIS, Urban Health and 
Environment at The University of Hong 
Kong. His research interest lies in the 
interdisciplinary domains of big data 
modelling in health and urban mobility, 
built environment epidemiology, spatial 

design analyses for healthy cities, smart technologies 
including location based services for health research, GIS 
and geo statistics.  Dr Sarkar is the concept lead, developer 
and Co PI of the UK Biobank Urban Morphometric Platform 
(UKBUMP) projects which involve the development of 
the largest ever built environment database of 700 plus 
modelled individual level health specific metrics for 0.5 
million participants of the flagship UK Biobank cohort and 
also leading a detailed BEhealth epidemiological studies. His 
book   Sarkar, Webster and Gallacher (April 2014) Healthy 
Cities: Public Health through Urban Planning. Cheltenham, 
UK: Edward Elgar conceptualizes Healthy Cities in terms of 
empirically defined spatial health niches   a framework that has 
the potential to incorporate and integrate multiple multi level 
spatio temporal health determinants existing at the different 
hierarchies in a city system. Other accolades include Royal 
Town Planning Institute’s Academic Award for Excellence in 
spatial planning research (Winner 2014, Commended 2016) 
and a Rees Jeffreys Road Fund Scholarship. 

Professor Michael Depledge
Professor Michael Depledge is an 
ecotoxicologist, but currently holds the 
Chair of Environment and Human Health 
at the University of Exeter Medical 
School. He is Chair of the Board of the 
European Centre for Environment and 
Human Health. He serves as an advisor 

to the WHO, UNEP and the UK Government on various issues 
including the adverse health impacts of climate change 
and chemical pollution, as well as the benefits to health 
and wellbeing from time spent in natural settings. He has 
published ca. 380 publications in the peer reviewed scientific 
literature which have been cited ca. 14,000 times. He has 
received widespread international recognition, including 
the award of honorary professorships at the universities of 
Harvard, Imperial College, Oxford and University College, 
London, together with the Poulsson Prize for Toxicology. He 
was formerly Chief Scientist of the UK Environment Agency, a 
member of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution, 
and Chair of the Science Advisory Group (Environment and 
Climate change) for the EU’s DGResearch & Innovation.
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Register Now
To register go to GriffithPAY

app.secure.griffith.edu.au/griffithpay/ 
Environmental-Health-Symposium.html

Date and time
Monday, 7 November 2016 
8:30 am – 5:00 pm

Location
Mantra on View Hotel  
22 View Avenue 
Surfers Paradise, QLD

Proudly sponsored by

Program

Monday, 7 November 2016

8.30 Registration opens

9.00–9.30 Welcome

Associate Professor Anne Roiko

9.30–10.45 Professor Michael Depledge

How our environments influence our health and 
wellbeing: Implications of climate change

10.45–11.15 Morning Tea

11.15–12.30 Dr Chinmoy Sarkar

From big data towards deciphering evidence for smart 
healthy cities: Lessons from the UK Biobank Urban 
Morphometric Platform

12.30–1.30 Lunch

1.30–2.30 Dr Shaneen Fantin

Creating healthy, restorative communities: Opportunities 
and challenges

2.30–3.30 Professor Pierre Horwitz

Ecohealth: Connecting ecology, health and sustainability

3.30–4.00 Afternoon Tea

4.00–5.00 Panel – Keynote Speakers

Chair: Professor Elizabeth Kendall

Closing: Dr Jennifer Boddy

5.00-6.00 Networking and Canapés

TICKETS:
Half day $80
Full day $120 

For more information contact 

Healthy places; healthy communities team 
hphc@griffith.edu.au

Griffith Climate Change 
Response Program

Cities Research Centre 
Griffith University 


