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Social workers across the world are working in increasingly challenging contexts and a web of diverse social 

relations. The major ones include: the internationalisation of social problems; enormous disparities in wealth, 

as the world economy becomes configured for the one per cent, according to a recent Oxfam Report; rising 

levels of environmental degradation; heightened conflicts including armed conflict and forms of terrorism 

affecting growing numbers of people; persistent gender and ethnic inequalities; significant displacements of 

people and migration within and between countries; and the erosion of human and citizenship rights in different 

parts of the globe. 

 This presentation asks what social workers can do to deal with the complexities of these demanding social 

relations that impact upon daily practice in substantial ways.  It also seeks to address how one of these major 

challenges has links to others, so that practice in one country has implications for practitioners in another. And, 

it will draw upon practice examples to demonstrate how empowering locality specific and culturally relevant 

practice incorporates social justice, human rights, and environmental justice within its remit. to alleviate human 

suffering and injustice, whether structural or not.  In other words, the local and the global in social work 

interweave and interact with each other in an integrated whole. Social workers can promote resilient, 

sustainable and empowered communities by understanding and addressing the complexities that they face daily 

in their work. 
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